
Prolex® Staph Xtra (PL.1080/PL.1081) 

	 Pro-Lab Diagnost ics  has recent ly  developed a

“4th Generat ion” rapid latex k i t  for the ident i f icat ion of

Staphy lococcus Aureus  ( inc .  MRSA) us ing the enhanced

performance Carboxylate Modi f ied Micropart ic les  (CMMP) 

common to a l l  k i ts  in  the ent ire  

Prolex® range.

	 Clear results  are obta ined 

in 20 seconds with as  few as one 

colony,  showing strong react ions 

with b lue CMMP aga inst  a  white 

background.  The k i t  i s  presented 

in a  user fr iendly ,  recyc lab le

pack conta in ing the newly

des igned agg lut inat ion card &

negat ive control .  Fu l l  deta i l s  & demonstrat ions are ava i lab le 

upon request ,  p lease contact  your nearest  d istr ibutor .

Safety First. Reduced Hazard Immersion Oil (PL.396) 

	 Attent ion has recent ly  been drawn to the

potent ia l  hazards associated with the use of  some types of

Immers ion Oi ls  for microscopy.

	 At Pro-Lab Diagnost ics  we assure you,  our customers , 

that  the Immers ion Oi l  we supply does NOT conta in

Dibuty l  Phtha late (DBP) & is  non-teratogenic .

Speci f ic  propert ies  of  PL.396 inc lude:

Refract ive index equal  to g lass  (1 .513) .

High v iscos i ty  for ease of  use .

No res idua l  f luorescence,  su i tab le for

both l ight  & f luorescent microscopy.

L imits  common phenomena such as

spher ica l  aberrat ion & f ie ld f latness .

Dropper bott le  (50ml)  to reduce acc identa l  contaminat ion.

	 Samples are ava i lab le upon request ,  s imply ca l l  or e-mai l

your nearest  d istr ibutor .

Useful Definitions:

Chromat ic  aberrat ion :

From the Greek “chroma” 

meaning co lour & the Lat in

“aberre”  to s t ray or  dev iate .  

Di f ferent  wave lengths of  l i ght 

pass ing through a s imple lens 

are focussed to d i f ferent  points , 

the resu l t  i s  unwanted co lour 

f r ing ing .   Achromat ic  lenses use 

lenses of  d i f fer ing re f ract ive 

ind ices  to correct  th i s .

Spher ica l  aberrat ion :

Para l le l  l i ght  rays  pass ing 

through the centre of  a  s imple 

lens focus at  a  d i f ferent

point  than those pass ing 

through the edges .  The resu l t  i s 

a  b lurred image .  In  microscopy , 

the e f fects  of  th i s  aberrat ion 

can be mit igated by the use of 

immers ion o i l .

Refract i ve  Index :

The re f ract ive power of  a

medium compared with that

of  a i r  (1 .0008)

Reso lut ion :

The f ineness  or  coarseness  of 

deta i l  o f  the image ,  o f ten

expressed as  dots  per inch

S u m m e r  2 0 1 0

Product Launch - ProlisaTM EHEC (PL.2001)

	 Pro-Lab Diagnost ics  i s  proud to present the

Prol isa™ EHEC EIA,  a  h igh qua l i ty  tool  to help d iagnose l i fe

threatening d isease due to Shiga Toxin producing Escher ich ia  co l i 

(STEC),  a  leading cause of 

bacter ia l  in fect ion today . 

Severa l  profess iona l  bodies 

recommend that  laborator ies 

should perform Shiga toxin 

test ing on a l l  s tools  which  

are submitted for enter ic  pathogen test ing & that :

	 “Sh iga tox in  tes t ing shou ld be per formed on growth f rom broth 

cu l ture or  pr imary  i so la t ion media as  th i s  method i s  more sens i t i ve  & 

spec i f i c  than d i rec t  tes t ing o f  s too l . ”  [1]

	 PRODUCT FEATURES

	 100% Sens i t iv i ty  from broth culture .

	 98.3% Speci f ic i ty  from broth culture .

	 Easy to perform test  & read results .

	 Rapid ,  re l iab le results  in  2 hours .

	 Detects  100% of  STEC serotypes l inked to human disease .

	 Ava i lab le in 96-wel l  test  format with detachable wel ls .

[1]  CDC 2006.  Recommendat ions for  the
Diagnos i s  o f  Sh iga Toxin produc ing
Escher ich ia  co l i  In fect ions by

Cl in ica l  Laborator ies . 

	 Fu l l  deta i l s  & demonstrat ions are 

ava i lab le upon request ,  p lease contact  your nearest  d istr ibutor .

Contact:

Canada (HQ)

20 Mura l  Street ,  Uni ts  3 & 4
Richmond Hi l l ,  ON, L4B 1K3

Canada

Tol l  Free Order l ine :
 +1 800 268 2341

Phone:
 +1 905 731 0300

Fax :
 +1 905 731 0206

E-Mai l :
 support@pro- lab .com

U.S.A

21 Cypress  B lvd . ,  Su i te 1070
Round Rock ,  TX,  78665-1034

U.S .A .
Tol l  Free Order l ine :

 +1 800 522 7740

Phone:
+1 512 832 9145

Tol l  Free Fax
:  +1 800 332 0450

Fax :
 +1 512 832 6424

E-Mai l :
ussupport@pro- lab .com

U.K.

7 Westwood Court
Neston ,  South Wirra l ,
Chesh i re ,  CH64 3UJ

Uni ted K ingdom

Phone:
 +44 (0)151 353 1613

Fax :
 +44 (0)151 353 1614

E-Mai l :
 uksupport@pro- lab .com
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W E L C O M E  T O  P U L S E

C E L E B R A T E  A  S P E C I A L  B I R T HDA Y  W I T H  U S

E X H I B I T I O N  U P D A T E

E H E C  L A UNCH

S A F E T Y  F I R S T

S T A P H  X T R A

C O F F E E  B R E A K
                 

T H E  B I G  P I C T U R E . . .
M i c r o b a n k ® ,  i s  e n j o y i n g
i t ’ s  1 8 t h  b i r t h d a y ,  j o i n  u s  i n  t h e  c e l e b r a t i o n s !

STOP PRESS.. .

	 Don’ t  miss  the next  Microb io logy  Focus Group at  the

Hard Days Night  Hote l ,  L i verpoo l ,  UK

on Fr iday 23rd Ju l y  2010.   A few p laces 

are s t i l l  ava i lab le ,  p lease e -mai l  Mark Reed 

(mreed@pro- lab .com) for  fur ther  deta i l s .



18 Years On - Microbank®  (PL.170/M) 

	 Over the years ,  many d i f ferent formulat ions ,  concepts &

compounds have been tr ied as cryoprotect ive agents for the long 

term preservat ion of  bacter ia l  & funga l  cu l tures ,  with vary ing

degrees of  success .  There are no str ict  ru les how th is  should be 

done;  however ,  the method 

of  choice must be re l iab le to 

avoid the loss of  va luable

col lect ions & reta in tota l  ce l l

integr i ty .  We est imate that 

over 150,000 laborator ies 

worldwide store bacter ia l  & funga l  cu l tures ,  with 35 mi l l ion stra ins 

being success fu l ly  stored us ing a  number of  methods .  Methods

inc lude the use of  g lycerol  & DMSO that  are somewhat re l iab le

& occas iona l ly  polyethy lene g lycol ,  propylene g lycol ,  g lycer ine ,

sorbito l ,  dextran,  polyv iny lpyrrol idone & treha lose in a  number

of  combined formulat ions .

	 The ef fect  of  the cryopreservat ive on the ce l l s  chosen to 

be stored has to be g iven carefu l  cons iderat ion when se lect ing a 

su i tab le cryopreservat ive & cryopreservat ion method.  Damage to 

ce l l s  dur ing the freez ing ,  storage & recovery process can lead

to loss of  ce l l  character ist ics ,  mutat ion,  attenuat ion,  ce l l  wal l

damage & occas iona l ly ,  ce l l  death .

The Microbank® System has been used

success fu l ly  worldwide for over 18 years , 

account ing for a  s ign i f icant  percentage 

of  the tota l  stra ins stored.    Data 

on f i le  at  Pro-Lab Diagnost ics  & 

in many internat iona l  re ference 

papers demonstrates i ts  success with a comprehens ive range of 

stra ins .

	 Microbank® uses a  spec ia l ly  developed cryopreservat ive 

solut ion that  a l lows for long term storage & maintenance of  ce l l 

integr i ty ,  removing the r isks ment ioned. 

Diary Dates

￼

Welsh Microbio logy Assoc .

Summer Meet ing ,

Va le Hote l ,

Hensol ,   Nr Card i f f .

24th - 25th June 2010

Soc iety  for

Appl ied Microbio logy .

Br ighton , 

Uni ted K ingdom.

www.s fam.org .uk

5th - 8th July 2010

 

Southwestern Assoc .  o f 

Cl in ica l  Microbio logy .

San Antonio ,  TX,  USA.

www.swacm.org

1st - 4th Sept 2010

“Delivering Today, Researching for Tomorrow” 

This  has long been the message to our customers & we are

extremely proud to be an establ i shed leader in

latex technology ,  emphas ised by the introduct ion of 

the Prolex® range of  rap id latex agg lut inat ion systems 

employing p ioneer ing breakthroughs which of fer :

increased speed,  re l iab i l i ty ,  accuracy & ease of  use .

We expect to have many new products to share

with you over the coming months & I  look forward to

introducing these personal ly .

R o b e r t  R a e
Robert Rae,  CEO Pro-Lab Group

	 Coupled with spec ia l ly  treated beads & a market

leading cryovia l ,  Microbank® cont inues to grow in reputat ion 

for re l iab le long term cryopreservat ion.

	 The Microbank® World Wide Performance Port fo l io 

conta ins extens ive data for a  fu l l  range of

Bacter ia l  & Funga l  i so lates in many reference 

centres worldwide.   The most recent

addit ion to the port fo l io has been data 

support ing the storage of  over 25,000

Neisser ia  men ing i t id i s  cu l tures at  a 

recognised reference laboratory . 

Copies of  the updated MWWPP are 

ava i lab le ,  on request ,  d irect ly  from

Pro-Lab Diagnost ics  or by v is i t ing www.pro- lab .com.

A warm welcome  to the f i rst  edit ion of  the new “PULSE”.

	 Enc losed,  you wi l l  f ind deta i l s  of  the recent news from

Pro-Lab Diagnost ics .  Natura l ly ,  we can’t  cover a l l  o f  the new 

developments that  we’d l ike to share ,  so look out for the 

next i ssue very soon.    2010 is  a  busy year for exhib i t ions &

seminars ,  we look forward to meet ing you at  some of  them. 

	 With cont inuing changes to pathology serv ices in the UK,

the cha l lenges for the future of  our industry are both 

excit ing & intr igu ing .    We may not yet  have seen a l l 

o f  the changes due to the Carter & Darz i  rev iews,

a l though we have certa in ly  seen some over 

the past  few years .  These changes wi l l  not 

only a f fect  the way in which test ing is

carr ied out ,  but a lso where,  when & by whom 

the test ing is  done.  At Pro-Lab Diagnost ics , 

we are looking forward to these cha l lenges

whi le  cont inuing to serve each & every one of  our customers .

M ark  R eed
Mark Reed,  European Genera l  Manager

Diary Dates

Microbe 2010

Shef f ie ld

Uni ted K ingdom

www.microbe .org .uk .

24th - 26th Sept 2010

Scott i sh Microbio logy

Autumn Meet ing

Inchyra Grange Hote l

Fa lk i rk

www.scott i sh-micro-assoc .org .uk

5 - 6 November 2010

Medica

Dusse ldor f ,  Germany

www.medica- t radefa i r . com

17th - 20th Nov 2010

PULSEPULSE PULSE
Co ffee Brea k . . . . . . . . . . . .

	
	 Here are s ix topica l  anagrams for you to solve!

There is  a  common theme to a l l  the answers & your c lue is :

The Prolex® PL .030 Strep Grouping Kit . . . . . . .

	 Send your answers ,  with your name & address :

	 by fax (+44 (0)151 353 1614) ,

	 post  to Pro-Lab Diagnost ics  UK or

	 e-mai l  (mreed@pro- lab .com)

	 1 .  Scrooge Potency Suspect

	 2 .  Balance Circle Feed

	 3 .  Accounts Perception Mouse

	 4 .  Tall Gauge Antitoxin

	 5 .  Stylish Amoebae

	 6 .  Self Cretaceous Cocain

The c los ing date for entr ies i s

2nd August  2010 & the f i rst

correct  entry ,  randomly se lected,

wi l l  receive a £50.00 “Amazon” Gi f t  Voucher -  Good Luck!


